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Background — land use change
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Modern burning
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Question 1

How did the burning regime change before
and after Soviet Union breakdown?




Methods — burned area mapping
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Results — burned area change
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Question 2

What are the driving forces for the change in
burning?




Explanation — burned area change
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Explanation — burned area change
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Question 3

What is the effect of the increase in burning
on vegetation:
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Question 4

What is the effect of ecosystem changes on
habitat selection?




Saiga antelope habitat selection
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Saiga antelope habitat selection
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Conclusions/Summary

* Institutional change was followed by the increase in burning

* It took 5-6 years after the breakdown for vegetation to
restore

* Livestock was strong determinant of burning, but not alone

* Fire facilitated the transition from shrub to grass-dominated
vegetation communities, but was not exclusive reason for
that.
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