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Why focus on drylands?
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What is ARID?
• Fundamental 

science to 
understand 
drylands

• Applied 
sciences aligned 
with ES2A





Global approach but West US focus

Caatinga
/Cerrado Southern Africa Australia

Sonora 
(Mexico)

• International engagement started in Red locations
• Interest in flights and experiments

West US
Much existing ground 
infrastructure in 
western US



University of Arizona Kickoff 
Stakeholder Meeting

• 30 stakeholders
• Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM)
• USGS
• USDA
• NPS
• Non-profit Companies
• Mining Companies

• ~300 attendees of the 
science component



Ecological Society of 
America (ESA) Meeting 
Townhall
~60 participants

AGU Meeting Townhall
~160 participants

Townhalls



ARID Survey Feedback
>200 responses

Strong early 
career support

Science theme input



ARID Science Themes
1) Water availability
2) Land-atmosphere interactions
3) Dryland climate variability: pulses, deluges, droughts

4) Carbon stocks and fluxes
5) Vegetation structure, biodiversity, and heterogeneity
6) Dryland geology and soil processes

7) Land management and disturbance

8) Adaptation and mitigation

Drivers of 
Change

Dryland 
Response

Management and Services

Adaptation under Change
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• April-August: Working groups
• April-August: Stakeholder, tribal, and international engagement
• May: White paper outline
• September: White paper draft for community comment
• December: Final white paper submission

Timeline and Activities



• For questions, contact:
• Sasha Reed, PI (screed@usgs.gov)
• Andrew Feldman, Project Manager (andrew.feldman@nasa.gov)

• Please get involved with ARID:
• Website: https://aridscoping.arizona.edu
• Survey: https://aridscoping.arizona.edu/get-involved

Get Involved!
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